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Hotel Development at Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport 

ATTACHMENT F  
Agency and Public Consultation
 

INTRODUCTION 

Scoping materials containing information regarding the proposed hotel development were sent to 
relevant agencies by Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) on March 21, 2013 with a 
request for comments and any other pertinent information regarding the proposed hotel 
development.   

1 Agency Scoping 

The following agencies received scoping materials from MAA (attached): 

• Anne Arundel County Planning and Zoning, Transportation Planning 

• Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE), Air Quality Planning 
Program 

• Maryland Department of the Environment, Federal Consistency Coordinator 

• Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR), Wildlife and Heritage 
Division 

• Maryland Department of Transportation (MDOT), Office of Planning and 
Capital Programming 

• Maryland Historical Trust (MHT), Division of Historical and Cultural 
Programs  

2 Agency Scoping Responses 

Four responses were received from scoping agencies.  The Maryland Historical Trust (MHT) 
indicated that there are no historic properties affected by this undertaking.  Anne Arundel County 
Office of Planning and Zoning requested that the Environmental Assessment (EA) address the 
demand for additional hotel rooms and conference/banquet facilities in the vicinity of BWI 
Marshall. The Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) determined that there are no 
State or Federal records for rare, threatened or endangered species within the boundaries of the 
project site as delineated and have no specific comments or requirements pertaining to protection 
measures at this time.  The Federal Consistency Coordinator with the Maryland Department of 
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the Environment (MDE) responded that the agency had no comments at the time of scoping.  
MAA will request a Federal Consistency determination pursuant to Section 307 of the Coastal 
Zone Management Act (CZMA) in advance of the Final EA.  Agency responses received are 
included in this attachment. 

3 Notice of Availability of Draft EA  

The public and agencies were provided an opportunity to review and comment on the Draft Short 
EA Form during a 30-day review period from August 1 to September 3, 2013.  A Notice of 
Availability (NOA) was published in The Baltimore Sun on August 1 and August 4, 2013.  
Notice of availability of the draft and links to the Draft EA document were also available on the 
MAA website.  Hard copies of the document were made available at the following locations for 
review and comment from August 1 to September 3, 2013.  Copies of the NOA are included with 
this attachment. 

Federal Aviation Administration 
Washington Airports District Office 
23723 Air Freight Lane, Suite 210 
Dulles, VA  20166 
 
Maryland Aviation Administration 
Office of Planning and Environmental Services 
991 Corporate Boulevard 
Linthicum, MD  21090 
 
Anne Arundel County Library 
Linthicum Branch 
400 Shipley Road 
Linthicum, MD  21090 
 
Anne Arundel County Library 
North County Branch 
1010 Eastway 
Glen Burnie, MD  21060 

The Draft EA was also submitted in hard copy and CD format to the Maryland Department of 
Planning (MDP) State Clearinghouse for distribution to relevant agencies. 

4 Comments on the Draft EA 

No comments were received from the public in response to the Draft EA.   
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The Draft EA was submitted to the MDP State Clearinghouse for distribution to relevant 
agencies. Seven agencies and agency departments submitted comments, recommendations and 
consistency determinations in response to the Draft EA.  The MDOT, MDP, and the MHT found 
this project to be consistent with their plans, programs and objectives. The MDE stated their 
findings of consistency with contingent actions and recommendations that were provided.  
MDNR supports the use of green and sustainable technologies and suggests the use of 
environmentally sustainable methods.  The MDE Federal Consistency Coordinator (FCC) 
responded that the proposed project is consistent with the Maryland Coastal Zone Management 
Program, as required by Section 307 of the Coastal Zone Management Act.  Anne Arundel 
County Office of Planning & Zoning stated concerns regarding Social Impacts (Economic 
Impacts) regarding the potential for loss of sales for existing hotels and conference/banquet 
facilities located near the BWI terminal.  All comments on the Draft EA were evaluated and 
considered in the development of the Final EA. 
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From: Elder Ghigiarelli [mailto:eghigiarelli@mde.state.md.us]  
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 11:29 AM 
To: Robin Bowie 
Subject: Re: CZM Consistency Coordination for BWI Marshall Project 
 

Robin, 

  

I am responding to the Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) scoping letter dated March 21, 2013, for 
a proposed hotel development at BWI Marshall Airport in Anne Arundel County.  Regarding the State's 
Federal Consistency determination, pursuant to Section 307 of the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act 
of 1972, as amended (CZMA), the Maryland Department of the Environment has no specific comments at 
this time. 

  

Upon completion of MAA's analysis of potential impacts, please request a Federal Consistency 
determination pursuant to Section 307 of the CZMA.  The State's determination will be based on the 
project's compliance with applicable State laws and regulations. 

  

If you have any questions, please contact me. 

  

Elder 

  

Elder Ghigiarelli, Jr. 

Deputy Program Administrator 

Federal Consistency Coordinator 

Wetlands and Waterways Program 

Maryland Department of the Environment 

Phone:  (410) 537-3763 

Fax:  (410) 537-3751 
 

mailto:eghigiarelli@mde.state.md.us


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notice of Availability 
The Baltimore Sun 

August 1, 2013 

August 4, 2013 
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Email Friend

Environmental Planning

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, the Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) prepares environmental
studies to identify the possible environmental impacts associated with its proposed development projects. The MAA makes copies of each
draft document available to the public in an effort to obtain meaningful input regarding its proposed development, and holds public meetings
during the open review period for each environmental document. The MAA responds to public questions and comments, and publishes its
response in the final environmental document. The MAA must receive the approval of the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) on its final
environmental document in order to receive federal funding for a proposed project.

Recent Environmental Documents

Newspaper Announcement - Notice of Availability of Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form for Proposed Hotel
Development

Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form, Proposed Hotel Development

Attachment A
Attachment B
Attachment C
Attachment D

Attachment E
Attachment F
Attachment G
Attachment H

Newspaper Announcement – Notice of Availability of Final Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact
and Record of Decision

Environmental Assessment for Proposed Airport Improvements at Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Airport (BWI
Marshall), Finding of No Significant Impact and Record of Decision

The Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) in conjunction with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) and the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers – Baltimore District (as a Cooperating Agency) and in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969, FAA Orders
1050.1E and 5050.4B, has completed a Final Environmental Assessment (EA) and the FAA issued a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI)
/ Record of Decision (ROD) for the Proposed Airport Improvements at Baltimore / Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI
Marshall) in Linthicum, Maryland.

This FONSI/ROD sets forth the FAA final determinations and environmental approvals for the federal actions necessary to implement the
Proposed Airport Improvements at BWI Marshall. The MAA is the sponsor of BWI Marshall.

The purpose of the Proposed Airport Improvements at BWI Marshall (the proposed action) is to allow BWI Marshall to continue to operate in
a safe and efficient manner, to meet FAA design criteria, and to accommodate the Airport's current and future needs. Each of the proposed
improvements is needed for one of the following reasons:

To bring BWI Marshall into compliance with FAA design standards for Runway Safety Area (RSA) improvements for Runways 15R-33L, 10-
28, and 15L-33R;
To bring BWI Marshall into compliance with FAA design standards for Navigational Aid (NAVAID) installation, runway to taxiway
separations, perimeter roadways, taxiway configurations, line-of-sight clearance, and Runway Protection Zones (RPZs);
To improve Airport egress through Terminal Exit Roadway Improvements;
To improve heating, ventilation, and air conditioning (HVAC) capacity;
To improve existing pavement conditions through pavement rehabilitations and construction of new pavement; and
To meet 14 CFR Part 77 requirements for obstruction removal; ATCT line of sight; PAPI obstacle clearance surface.

This FONSI/ROD completes a thorough and careful environmental decision making process. This includes public disclosure and review by the
FAA decision maker of the analysis of alternatives and their potential impacts that are described in the April 2012 Final Environmental
Assessment (FEA). This FONSI/ROD has been prepared and issued by FAA in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969
(NEPA) (42 USC § 4321, et seq.), its implementing regulations (40 CFR Parts 1500-1508), and FAA directives (Orders 5050.4B, Airport
Environmental Handbook and 1050.1E, Environmental Impacts: Policies and Procedures).

This FONSI/ROD demonstrates and documents FAA's compliance with the procedural requirements for safety projects and other airport
development. FAA arrived at these determinations by considering public and agency comments and reviewing the environmental analysis in
the FEA and all other relevant documents that comprise the EA record.  People interested in reading the Final Environmental Assessment for
may make arrangements by calling the Manager, Environmental Planning in the MAA Office of Planning and Environmental Services at 410-
859-7103 or click here

New Horizons, An Environmental Overview of BWI Airport
The Maryland Aviation Administration has created an environmental overview for its neighbors and members of the aviation community who
are interested in the airport, the environment and the delicate balance that exists between the two. Through this overview, the MAA hopes
to relay to the public its commitment to environmental stewardship, regulatory compliance and responsible resource management. View the
report .

Environmental Assessment for Proposed MAA Development at BWI Airport (2000-2005)
The MAA published a draft environmental assessment for its ongoing development on and near BWI Airport on August 30, 2000, to address
the need for and potential environmental effects associated with the following proposed facilities:

Terminal area parking and roadway improvements
Terminal building additions
Airside improvements
New public parking garage
New tenant parking facilities
New consolidated rental car facility on New Ridge Road
Maintenance support areas

The MAA published and distributed 75 copies of the draft environmental assessment on August 30, 2000. The two-volume document was
distributed to the Maryland State Publications Depository Library Network, public officials, planning agencies, and to selected public library
branches in Anne Arundel, Howard and Baltimore counties. The MAA accepted public questions and comments on the draft environmental
assessment from August 30 to October 15, 2000, and held a public hearing on September 28, 2000, to invite comments from the public and
answer any questions.

The MAA answered all questions and comments it received on the draft environmental assessment and furnished a copy to the FAA for

Home

About the MAA

Doing Business with the MAA

Employment with the MAA

Environmental

Permits and Forms

BWI Tenants

BWI Fire & Rescue

COMAR Regulations

Contact the MAA

http://www.maryland.gov/
mailto:?subject=Maryland Aviation Administration&body=http://www.marylandaviation.com
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/20130718_NOA_BWI_Hotel_EA.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/20130718_NOA_BWI_Hotel_EA.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/20130801_BWI_Hotel_Draft_Short_EA.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_A_Hotel_Site_Selection_Study_2006.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_B_Hotel_Market_Analysis_2012.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_C_Traffic_Study_Draft2013.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_D_Air_Quality_BWI Hotel_2013.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_E_Construction_BWI_Hotel_2013.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_F_Agency_and_Public_072413.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_G_Haz_Mat_Assessment(2012)_and_Supplement(2013).pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Attachment_H_Stormwater_Analysis_2012.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Public_Notice_Availability.doc
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/client/environmental/Public_Notice_Availability.doc
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/pdf/EA_5-4-12.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/pdf/EA_5-4-12.pdf
mailto:maafacilitiesplanning@mdot.state.md.us
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/pdf/communityrelations/environmentaldocs/New_Horizons_BWI_Overview.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/_media/pdf/communityrelations/environmentaldocs/New_Horizons_BWI_Overview.pdf
http://www.marylandaviation.com/
http://www.marylandaviation.com/
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/environmental/firerescuedept.html
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/environmental/firerescuedept.html
http://www.mdot.maryland.gov/Office_of_Policy_and_Govt_Affairs/index.html
http://www.mdot.maryland.gov/Office_of_Policy_and_Govt_Affairs/index.html
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/contactmaa/index.html
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/contactmaa/index.html


Maryland Aviation Administration - Environmental Planning

http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/environmental/environmentaldocs.html[8/1/2013 9:13:31 AM]

approval on December 15, 2000. The FAA determined that the MAA had adequately addressed the potential environmental effects of the
proposed projects and all public comments, and approved the environmental assessment on December 28, 2000. The final environmental
assessment was distributed to all libraries, the Maryland State Publications Depository Library Network, public officials, and planning
agencies that received the draft environmental assessment.

People interested in reading the approved Environmental Assessment for Proposed MAA Development at BWI Airport (2000-2005) may make
arrangements by calling the Manager, Environmental Planning in the MAA Office of Planning and Environmental Services at 410-859-7103 or
click here.

Environmental Assessment for Martin State Airport
The MAA has proposed several facility enhancement and rehabilitation projects for Martin State Airport, such as new corporate hangars and
the relocation of the air traffic control tower. On July 22, 2005, the Federal Aviation Administration issued a Finding of No Significant Impact
(FONSI) for the proposed airside and landside improvements at Martin State Airport. The FONSI has been issued as a result of the
completion of the environmental assessment process for this project in conformance with requirements set forth by the National Policy Act of
1969. People interested in reading the Final Environmental Assessment for Martin State Airport may make arrangements by calling the
Manager, Environmental Planning in the MAA Office of Planning and Environmental Services at 410-859-7103 or click here.

 

ARCHEOLOGICAL INVESTIGATIONS FOR CONSOLIDATED RENTAL CAR FACILITY, BWI AIRPORT

As required under the National Historic Preservation act, the Maryland Aviation Administration undertook archeological investigations from
2000 to 2001 to retrieve as much information as possible from the Basil Smith Farmstead site that was associated with the early truck-
farming industry in Maryland. The MAA has created some web pages that describe the results of investigations at this archeological site,
which is located where BWI Airport's Consolidated Rental Car Facility now stands. To see what archeologists found at the site, click here.

 

Contact the Office  |   Accessibility  |   Privacy Notice  |   Site Map

Maryland Aviation Administration  - P.O. Box 8766 - BWI Airport, MD 21240-0766 -  410-859-7111 - Toll Free: 1-800-"I FLY BWI" (800-435-9294)

mailto:maafacilitiesplanning@mdot.state.md.us
mailto:maafacilitiesplanning@mdot.state.md.us
http://www.marylandaviation.com/B_Smith_Farmstead/study/mainPage.htm
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/contactmaa/index.html
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/accessibility.html
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/privacy.html
http://www.marylandaviation.com/content/sitemap.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Draft EA Comments 

  



DRAFT SHORT EA FORM DISTRIBUTION LIST 

 
Ms. Lori Byrne  
Environmental Review Specialist 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources  
Wildlife and Heritage Division  
580 Taylor Avenue, E1 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401  
 
Mr. George G. Cardwell 
Administrator, Transportation Planning  
Anne Arundel County Planning and Zoning 
Heritage Office Complex  
2664 Riva Road  
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
 
Ms. Elizabeth J. Cole  
Review and Compliance 
Maryland Historical Trust  
Division of Historical and Cultural Programs  
100 Community Place  
Crownsville, MD  21031-2023 
 
Ms. Diane Franks 
Program Manager 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
Air Quality Planning Program 
1800 Washington Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD  21230 
 
Mr. Elder A. Ghigiarelli, Jr. 
Deputy Program Manager 
Federal Consistency Coordinator 
Maryland Department of the Environment 
1800 Washington Boulevard 
Baltimore, MD  21230 
 
Mr. Marcus Brundage 
Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Aviation Administration 
Washington Airports District Office 
27723 Air Freight Lane, Suite 210 
Dulles, VA  20166 
 

 
Ms. Linda Janey 
Assistant Secretary 
Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) 
Clearinghouse and Plan Review Section 
301 West Preston Street, Room 1104 
Baltimore, MD  21201 
 
Also forwarded by MDP State Clearinghouse 
to the following agencies and/or jurisdictions 
for their review and comment: 

• Maryland Department of Business and 
Economic Development 

• Maryland Department of the Environment 
• Maryland Department of Natural Resources 
• Maryland Department of Transportation 
• Anne Arundel County 
• Maryland Department of Planning, 

including Maryland Historical Trust 
 
Anne Arundel County Library  
Linthicum Branch  
400 Shipley Road  
Linthicum, MD 21090  
 
Anne Arundel County Library  
North County Branch  
1010 Eastway  
Glen Burnie, MD 21060 
 

 

















From: Robin Bowie
To: "Elder Ghigiarelli -MDE-"
Cc: Caroline Pinegar; Kim Hughes
Subject: RE: CZM Consistency Coordination for BWI Marshall Proposed Hotel Project
Date: Monday, September 09, 2013 10:35:52 AM

Elder:

 

MAA is in receipt of your email correspondence below in which you indicate that the proposed project is consistent with the
Maryland Coastal Zone Management Program, as required by Section 307 of the CZMA.   MAA understands that all other State
approvals that may be necessary for this project must still be obtained.   

 

Thank you for your review and response!

 

Ms. Robin M. Bowie

Manager, Division of Environmental Planning

Maryland Aviation Administration

Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport

410-859-7103 (office)

410-859-7082 (fax)

rbowie@bwiairport.com

 

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 8766

BWI Airport, MD 21240

 

Overnight Shipping Address

991 Corporate Boulevard

Linthicum, MD 21090

 

 

From: Elder Ghigiarelli -MDE- [mailto:elder.ghigiarelli@maryland.gov] 
Sent: Friday, September 06, 2013 8:05 PM
To: Robin Bowie
Subject: Re: CZM Consistency Coordination for BWI Marshall Proposed Hotel Project

 

Robin,

 

I am responding to your request for a Federal Consistency determination, pursuant to Section 307 of the Federal Coastal Zone
Management Act of 1972, as amended (CZMA), for the proposed hotel development at Baltimore/Washington International
Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI Marshall).  The purpose of the project is to provide an accessible, high-quality hotel on BWI
Marshall property in the Terminal core area within walking distance of the Main Terminal Building in a manner that maximizes
revenue for the Airport.

 

Based on the Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form for the proposed project, the proposed Action Alternative consists of the
construction of a 250-room, six-story hotel on the current site of the Main Terminal Employee Parking Lot.  The hotel footprint
would include approximately 2.5 acres of the 11 paved acres available at the site.  The proposed hotel is anticipated to include

mailto:rbowie@bwiairport.com
mailto:elder.ghigiarelli@maryland.gov
mailto:cpinegar@hntb.com
mailto:KHUGHES@HNTB.com


approximately 12,500 square feet of conference and banquet space, as well as food and beverage facilities.

 

Given the characteristics of the proposed site and its location in the Terminal core area, the proposed activity will not impact the
State's coastal resources, including wetlands, waterways, or forest. Accordingly, the proposed project is consistent with the
Maryland Coastal Zone Management Program, as required by Section 307 of the CZMA.  Please note that this determination does
not obviate the responsibility to obtain any other State approvals that may be necessary for the project.

 

If you have any questions, please contact me.

 

Elder

 

Elder Ghigiarelli, Jr.

Deputy Program Administrator

Federal Consistency Coordinator

Wetlands and Waterways Program

Water Management Administration

Maryland Department of the Environment

Phone:  (410) 537-3763

Fax:  (410) 537-3751  

 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________

On Wed, Aug 28, 2013 at 7:48 AM, Robin Bowie <rbowie@bwiairport.com> wrote:

Elder:

Per your email below, MAA is requesting a Coastal Zone Consistency determination.   On July 29, 2013, MAA submitted for your
review a Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form for Proposed Hotel Development at Baltimore/Washington International
Thurgood Marshall Airport (BWI Marshall).  The comment period closes on September 3, 2013, and MAA is working with FAA to
complete their review process as soon as possible so that they may issue a FONSI.

Please let me know if you need any additional information.

Ms. Robin M. Bowie

Manager, Division of Environmental Planning

Maryland Aviation Administration

Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport

410-859-7103 (office)

410-859-7082 (fax)

rbowie@bwiairport.com

 

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 8766

BWI Airport, MD 21240

 

Overnight Shipping Address

mailto:rbowie@bwiairport.com
tel:410-859-7103
tel:410-859-7082
mailto:rbowie@bwiairport.com


991 Corporate Boulevard

Linthicum, MD 21090

 

 

From: Elder Ghigiarelli [mailto:eghigiarelli@mde.state.md.us] 
Sent: Friday, May 17, 2013 11:29 AM
To: Robin Bowie
Subject: Re: CZM Consistency Coordination for BWI Marshall Project

 

Robin,

 

I am responding to the Maryland Aviation Administration (MAA) scoping letter dated March 21, 2013, for a proposed hotel development
at BWI Marshall Airport in Anne Arundel County.  Regarding the State's Federal Consistency determination, pursuant to Section 307 of
the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, as amended (CZMA), the Maryland Department of the Environment has no specific
comments at this time.

 

Upon completion of MAA's analysis of potential impacts, please request a Federal Consistency determination pursuant to Section 307 of
the CZMA.  The State's determination will be based on the project's compliance with applicable State laws and regulations.

 

If you have any questions, please contact me.

 

Elder

 

Elder Ghigiarelli, Jr.

Deputy Program Administrator

Federal Consistency Coordinator

Wetlands and Waterways Program

Maryland Department of the Environment

Phone:  (410) 537-3763

Fax:  (410) 537-3751

>>> Robin Bowie <rbowie@bwiairport.com> 5/14/2013 10:05 AM >>>

Hi, Elder!  Just another reminder that I could really use a response on this material.  Many thanks!

 

Ms. Robin M. Bowie

Manager, Division of Environmental Planning

Maryland Aviation Administration

Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport

410-859-7103 (office)

410-859-7082 (fax)

rbowie@bwiairport.com

 

Mailing Address

mailto:eghigiarelli@mde.state.md.us
tel:%28410%29%20537-3763
tel:%28410%29%20537-3751
mailto:rbowie@bwiairport.com
tel:410-859-7103
tel:410-859-7082
mailto:rbowie@bwiairport.com


P.O. Box 8766

BWI Airport, MD 21240

 

Overnight Shipping Address

991 Corporate Boulevard

Linthicum, MD 21090

 

 

From: Robin Bowie 
Sent: Wednesday, March 27, 2013 12:05 PM
To: 'Elder Ghigiarelli'
Subject:

 

Elder:

 

It was good to see you today!  Here’s the letter I mentioned along with a graphic.  Let me know if you have any
questions/concerns.

 

Thanks!

 

Ms. Robin M. Bowie

Manager, Division of Environmental Planning

Maryland Aviation Administration

Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport

410-859-7103 (office)

410-859-7082 (fax)

rbowie@bwiairport.com

 

Mailing Address

P.O. Box 8766

BWI Airport, MD 21240

 

Overnight Shipping Address

991 Corporate Boulevard

Linthicum, MD 21090

 

 

 

Maryland now features 511 traveler information! 
Call 511 or visit: www.md511.org 

 

tel:410-859-7103
tel:410-859-7082
mailto:rbowie@bwiairport.com
http://www.md511.org/


P Please consider the environment before printing this email

 LEGAL DISCLAIMER - The information contained in this communication (including any attachments) may be confidential and legally
privileged. This email may not serve as a contractual agreement unless explicit written agreement for this purpose has been made.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication or any of its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this
communication to the sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original message and any copy of it from your
computer system.

 

 

 

The information contained in this communication may be confidential, is intended only for the use of the recipient named above, and
may be legally privileged. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination,
distribution, or copying of this communication, or any of its contents, is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in
error, please re-send this communication to the sender and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system.
Thank You
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If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this
communication or any of its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this
communication to the sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original message and any copy of it from your
computer system.
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P Please consider the environment before printing this email

 LEGAL DISCLAIMER - The information contained in this communication (including any attachments) may be confidential and legally
privileged. This email may not serve as a contractual agreement unless explicit written agreement for this purpose has been made.
If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution, or copying of this communication
or any of its contents is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please re-send this communication to
the sender indicating that it was received in error and delete the original message and any copy of it from your computer system.
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Comments and Responses 
Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form:  

Proposed Hotel Development at 
Baltimore/Washington International Thurgood 

Marshall Airport 

August – September, 2013 

 

 



Document:      Draft Short Environmental Assessment Form: Proposed Hotel Development at BWI Marshall  
Submitted:      For Public and Agency Review (30-day comment period, 8/1/13-9/3/13)  
State Application Identifier: MD 20130731-0581  
# Reviewer Date Comment Action Section 
1 Maryland Dept. of Natural 

Resources (MDNR) 
8/27/13 The Wildlife and Heritage Service has determined 

that there are no State or Federal records for 
rare, threatened or endangered species within 
the boundaries of the project site as delineated.  
As a result, we have no specific comments or 
requirements pertaining to protection measures 
at this time.  This statement should not be 
interpreted however as meaning that rare, 
threatened or endangered species are not in fact 
present.  If appropriate habitat is available, 
certain species could be present without 
documentation because adequate surveys have 
not been conducted. 

Comment noted. No edits to 
text. 

2 Anne Arundel County 9/3/13 The Office of Planning & Zoning continues to 
offer a concern regarding Social Impacts 
(Economic Impacts) regarding the potential for 
loss of sales for existing hotels and 
conference/banquet facilities located near the 
BWI terminal.  We did review the information 
provided in the Short Form EA identifying that 
there is a demand for additional hotel rooms and 
conference/banquet facilities, in the vicinity of 
BWI.  However, due to sequestration and 
reduction in Federal program spending, plus 
construction of casino gambling locations that 
were not evaluated in the economic study (Hotel 
Market Analysis (p. 21)), we caution MAA to 
reconsider the assumptions made in that market 
study. 

Comment noted.  MAA is aware of this 
concern and the request for caution 
regarding the market analysis assumptions 
will be considered. 

 

No edits to 
text. 

3 Maryland Dept. of 
Transportation, Maryland Dept. 
of Planning (including the 
Maryland Historical Trust)* 

9/4/13 Found this project to be consistent with their 
plans, programs and objectives. 

Comment noted. No edits to 
text. 

4 Maryland Dept. of Environment 
(MDE)* 

9/4/13 Findings of consistency are contingent upon the 
applicant taking the actions summarized as 

The Proposed Action will conform to State 
regulations pertaining to “Particulate Matter 

No edits to 
text. 
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 follows (#1-11): 

1. Construction, renovation and/or demolition 
of buildings and roadways must be 
performed in conformance with State 
regulations pertaining to “Particulate Matter 
from Materials Handling and Construction” 
(COMAR 26.11.06.03D), requiring that during 
any construction and/or demolition work, 
reasonable precaution must be taken to 
prevent particulate matter, such as fugitive 
dust, from becoming airborne. 

from Materials Handling and Construction” 
(COMAR 26.11.06.03D) requiring reasonable 
measures to prevent fugitive dust emissions. 
These reasonable precautions include the 
following, where applicable: 

• Use of water or chemicals for control of 
dust in the demolition of existing 
buildings or structures, construction 
operations, the grading of roads, or the 
clearing of land.  

• Application of asphalt, oil, water, or 
suitable chemicals on dirt roads, materials 
stockpiles, and other surfaces which can 
create airborne dusts.  

• Installation and use of hoods, fans, and 
dust collectors to enclose and vent the 
handling of dusty materials. Adequate 
containment methods shall be employed 
during sandblasting of buildings or other 
similar operations.  

• Covering, at all times when in motion, 
open-bodied vehicles transporting 
materials likely to create air pollution. 
Alternate means may be employed to 
achieve the same results as would 
covering the vehicles.  

• The paving of roadways and their 
maintenance in clean condition.  

• The prompt removal from paved streets 
of earth or other material which has been 
transported there by trucks or earth 
moving equipment or erosion by water.  
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5 MDE* 9/4/13 2. If boilers or other equipment capable of 

producing emissions are installed as a result 
of this project, the applicant is requested to 
obtain a permit to construct from MDE’s Air 
and Radiation Management Administration 
(ARMA) for this equipment, unless the 
applicant determines that a permit for this 
equipment is not required under State 
regulations pertaining to “Permits, 
Approvals, and Registration” (COMAR 
26.11.02).  A review for toxic air pollutants 
should be performed.  Please contact…to 
learn about the State’s requirements and the 
permitting process for such devices. 

The Proposed Action will conform to State 
regulations pertaining to “Permits, 
Approvals, and Registration” (COMAR 
26.11.02) associated with boilers, 
generators, and other equipment installed as 
a result of the project; when/if determined 
that a permit for this equipment is required. 
A review of the toxic air pollutants for the 
equipment will be conducted, if required 
based on permit review, although fuel-
burning equipment such as boilers and 
generators are exempt from these 
regulations. 

No edits to 
text. 

6 MDE* 9/4/13 3. If soil contamination is present, a permit for 
soil remediation is required from MDE’s 
ARMA.  Please contact the New Source 
Permits Division, ARMA…to learn about the 
State’s requirements for these permits. 

Comment noted. No edits to 
text. 

7 MDE* 9/4/13 4. If any project can be considered regionally 
significant, such as a shopping mall, a sports 
arena, industrial complex, or an office 
complex, the project may need to be 
identified to the regional MPO.  Project 
managers who need a permit to connect 
their projects to a State or federal highway 
should contact the Planning Division of the 
Planning and Monitoring Program, 
ARMA…for further guidance. 

Comment noted. No edits to 
text. 

8 MDE* 9/4/13 5. If a project receives federal funding, 
approvals and/or permits, and will be 
located in a nonattainment area or 
maintenance area for ozone or carbon 
monoxide, the applicant should determine 
whether emissions from the project will 

Construction emissions associated with the 
Proposed Action were presented and 
compared to applicable General Conformity 
de minimis thresholds.  The maximum 
annual emissions were estimated to be 2.4 
tons of CO, 1.8 tons of NOx, 2.0 tons of 

No edits to 
text. 
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exceed the thresholds identified in the 
federal rule on general conformity.  If the 
project emissions will be greater than 25 
tons per year, contact…for further 
information regarding threshold limits. 

PM10, 0.3 ton of PM2.5, less than 0.1 ton of 
SO2, and 0.1 ton of VOC. 

Operational emissions associated with the 
Proposed Action were also presented and 
compared to applicable General Conformity 
de minimis thresholds.  The maximum 
annual emissions were estimated to be 9.1 
tons of CO, 2.5 tons of NOx, 0.3 ton of PM10, 
0.1 ton of PM2.5, less than 0.1 ton of SO2, 
and 0.2 ton of VOC. 

Importantly, maximum annual construction 
and operational emissions of VOC, NOx, and 
PM2.5 do not exceed any applicable de 
minimis thresholds, and hence, operational 
emissions conform to applicable SIP 
designed to attain the NAAQS. 

9 MDE* 9/4/13 6. Fossil fuel fired power plants emit large 
quantities of sulfur oxide and nitrogen 
oxides, which cause acid rain.  In addition, 
nitrogen oxide emissions contribute to the 
problem of global warming and also combine 
with volatile organic compounds to form 
smog.  The MDE supports energy 
conservation, which reduces the demand for 
electricity and therefore, reduces overall 
emissions of harmful air pollutant. For these 
reasons, MDE recommends that the builders 
use energy efficient lighting, computers, 
insulation and any other energy efficient 
equipment.  Contact…to learn more about 
the voluntary Green Lights Program which 
encourages businesses to install energy-
efficient lighting systems. 

According to preliminary analysis in the 2006 
BWI Hotel Site Selection Study, a LEED 
certification rating of silver for the Proposed 
Action would likely be obtainable. The LEED 
Silver certification would lead to reduction in 
electrical usage and therefore overall 
greenhouse gases and other pollutants. 
Secondly, the Proposed Action could result in 
fewer vehicle trips to and from other area 
hotels due to its on Airport location and 
proximity (walking distance) to the Main 
Terminal Building, thereby slightly reducing 
air quality impacts. 

 

No edits to 
text. 

10 MDE* 9/4/13 7. The applicant should be advised that no 
cutback asphalt should be used during the 

Added to the Construction Impacts/Air 
Quality subsection: “Additionally, use of 

Refer to 
Section (E) 
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months of June, July and August. cutback asphalt would not be permitted 
during the months or June, July and August. 
Cutback asphalt is a combination of asphalt 
cement and petroleum solvent which 
contains VOC that evaporate into the 
atmosphere.”  

Construction 
Impacts. 

11 MDE* 9/4/13 8. Development should be concentrated in 
suitable areas such as existing or planned 
population centers as identified in the 
County’s comprehensive plan. 

Comment noted.   No edits to 
text. 

12 MDE* 9/4/13 9. Any above-ground or underground 
petroleum storage tanks, which may be 
utilized, must be installed and maintained in 
accordance with applicable State and federal 
laws and regulations.  Underground storage 
tanks must be registered and the installation 
must be conducted and performed by a 
contractor certified to install underground 
storage tanks by the Land Management 
Administration in accordance with COMAR 
26.10.   

Comment noted. 

 

No edits to 
text. 

13 MDE* 9/4/13 10.  Any solid waste including construction, 
demolition and land clearing debris, 
generated form the subject project must be 
properly disposed of at a permitted solid 
waste acceptance facility, or recycled if 
possible.   

Added to the Solid Waste section: “Any solid 
waste generated from the project will be 
properly disposed of at a permitted solid 
waste facility, or recycled, if possible.” 

Refer to 
Section (R) 
Solid Waste. 

14 MDE* 9/4/13 11.  The proposed project may involve 
rehabilitation, redevelopment, revitalization, 
or property acquisition of commercial, 
industrial property.  Accordingly, MDE’s 
Brownfields Site Assessment and Voluntary 
Cleanup Program (VCP) may provide 
valuable assistance to you in this project.  

The proposed hotel is to be constructed an 
existing surface parking lot that is 
predominantly flat and paved.  No 
rehabilitation or revitalization, or property 
acquisition of commercial or industrial 
property will be used. 

No edits to 
text. 
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These programs involve ESA in accordance 
with accepted industry and financial 
institution standards for property transfer.   

15 Maryland Historical Trust 
(MHT)* 

9/4/13 Determined that the project will have “no effect” 
on historic properties. 

Comment noted. No edits to 
text. 

16 Maryland Dept. of Natural 
Resources (MDNR)* 

9/4/13 Strongly supports a hotel that is within walking 
distance of the airport, especially if green and 
sustainable technologies and choices are applied 
from the ground up to achieve LEED silver or 
higher certification.  To support these goals, 
please recycle and reuse materials, provide 
access to affordable energy and local food 
production, use sustainably source materials and 
consider the accessibility of elderly and physically 
challenged individuals.  Ground-source heat 
pumps, energy efficient appliances, doors and 
windows, combined heating/cooling and power 
systems, and passive solar gain should also be 
considered in building design in pavement, 
planting of trees and other vegetation proximate 
to the building (such as rain gardens and 
community vegetable gardens) could help reduce 
both “heat island effect” and help with onsite 
stormwater management.  All of the above also 
provide opportunities for green jobs and training 
and improve the livability, environmental 
performance and economic vitality of the 
proposed hotel and the BWI Marshall Airport 
complex. 

Added text to end of the “Sustainable 
Design” subsection to list the potential 
techniques (from the comment) to achieve 
LEED certification. 

Refer to 
subsection 
“Sustainable 
Design” 
under 
Section (H) 
Energy 
Supplies, 
Natural 
Resources 
and 
Sustainable 
Design. 

17 MDE Federal Consistency 
Coordinator 

9/6/13 Given the characteristics of the proposed site and 
its location in the Terminal core area, the 
proposed activity will not impact the State's 
coastal resources, including wetlands, 
waterways, or forest. Accordingly, the proposed 
project is consistent with the Maryland Coastal 

Comment noted. No edits to 
text. 
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Zone Management Program, as required by 
Section 307 of the CZMA.  Please note that this 
determination does not obviate the responsibility 
to obtain any other State approvals that may be 
necessary for the project. 

*Received by way of Maryland Department of Planning (MDP) State Clearinghouse Recommendations, dated 9/4/13. 
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